Diabetic ketoacidosis due to insulin resistance treated by haemodialysis.
A 14-year-old female patient with insulin resistance is reported in whom it appeared that initially insulin breakdown was unusually rapid. Subsequently there was in addition evidence of reduced insulin sensitivity. The rapidly increasing requirement of insulin (1600 units daily), given by continuous IV infusion, was dramatically reduced by haemodialysis, and was maintained subsequently. We suggest that insulin aggregates which may have blocked insulin receptor sites, causing insulin resistance, were removed by haemodialysis.